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PRESIDENTS REPORT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3rd March 2022
2021 was another year affected by COVID with community sport (including Touch) suspended in July and did not recommence until November, in our case, early December. We cancelled our winter and delayed our summer and Junior Competitions. When we did return, we were able to operate at least under slightly less stringent conditions than we did in 2020.

Even though our winter and summer competitions were disrupted, there were lots of reasons for optimism this year including; 

1. The combined senior and junior committees have strengthened the club after running separately for some years;
2. In November, Dubbo Regional Council & DTA were successful in gaining $680K in State Sports Asset funding, together with $20K from Dubbo Regional Sports Council and $120K from DTA, for lighting of six fields at John McGrath Ovals. Looking forward to seeing the lights go up mid-year and hopefully more teams competing in our Winter Comps (two time slots rather than four, avoiding the dreaded last time slot);
3. In January, Struddy’s Safari Womens Series commenced with the Peacocks, Tigers, Turtles and Zebra’s vying for the inaugural trophy. We have not had a Womens comp for a number of years and the relaxed atmosphere and even teams add to the enjoyment of the players. 
Sponsors;

The ‘Westside Hotel’ has been our major sponsor for eight years and we look forward to continuing this partnership into the future. It’s great to have a sponsor who is happy to support the club long term and we should try to support the Westside whenever we can.

A big thank you to our Junior sponsors, ‘Jokers Ink’ and ‘Peppercorn Child Care Centre’ and our Referee’s sponsor, ‘Forever Electrical’. We really appreciate their support enabling us to provide better experiences for our junior players, their families and Referees who play a critical role in all our activities. 

Juniors;

A late start (end January) this year has not dampened the enthusiasm of the kids or their parents to join the junior competitions from U7 to U15. A massive 70 teams (most ever!) are running around on Monday afternoons. Congratulations to the committee for running a ship shape competition. With fields fully utilised, the challenge now is to look at ways to allow the competitions to continue to grow.  
Junior Rep teams;

Unfortunately, COVID lock down in late 21, and wet weather prevented two of the three junior tournaments from going ahead. Only Pete Wilson Memorial Championships held at Nelson Bay on 5th & 6th February went ahead. Eight Dubbo teams from U10’s to U18’s + Referee’s attended. All teams had a great weekend and performed strongly.
Our junior Rep teams continue to develop and improve each year, due to the commitment of Tracey W, Emma F and the individual coaches and Managers of the teams. The commitment to training has been first class leading into the tournaments.  

Senior Competitions;

We have 49 Mixed teams (5% decrease), 24 Men’s teams (1 team less than last year) and 4 teams in the new Womens Safari Series on Friday night battling it out in our summer competitions.
The slightly lower numbers across Mixed & Mens Summer Comps can probably be put down to the shorter competition and the late start due to Covid.

Casual registrations continue to be super popular and is a great money earner for the Club. Eftpos is minimising need to handle cash at the grounds including the Junior Canteen. 

Senior Rep teams;

Unfortunately due to COVID, no Dubbo teams attended Rep carnivals again this season but we have individual players attending State Cup for other clubs at the end of March.
Krystal Laughton, Serena Prout, Shelley Darcy, Nic Grose and Hemi McGarvey all played at NTL in March. Shelley and Nic were winners in the 40’s Womens Division with Shelley being named Player of the Final. Shelley, Nic and Hemi State also played State of Origin Series in June 21 helping NSW regain the State trophy winning their age divisions with Shelley also winning ‘Player of the Series’ honours.
It’s been an enormous year for Shelley being named the Dubbo Regional Council ‘Dubbo Sportsperson of the Year’ at the Australia Day Awards.

If things go to plan, our teams will hit the fields again this Rep season starting in September.

Referee’s;

Matt and Jackie have done an excellent job building the Referee ranks (people in pink), encouraging referee’s young and old. You are seeing pink shirts across all grades now on a regular basis.
Aboriginal Participation;

Recently, Council asked us to confirm our Aboriginal participation across our Winter 21 competitions. I was blown away to find over 50% of players identify as ATSI. It would be great to have more of our traditional owners on the Committee.
We now have a fabulous Rep Indigenous uniform. Bec W has provided a fantastic design for the Dubbo senior and junior teams. The juniors wore the new uniforms at PWRC and looked amazing! 
Join the committee;

We welcome new people to join the committee, and are looking for new people to represent all sections of the club including; Aboriginal community, Juniors, Mixed and Mens Comps, social and Representative.

If you love your touch, join the committee. Being a volunteer is very satisfying and you’ll have a great time. 
Neil Webster
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